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Objectives:

The unit aimed to develop research priority for the College of Nursing that is based on specified set of critical health issues in the region and in KSA in order to ensure outcomes that are relevant, responsive and contributory to nation –building through health and social development.

Secondarily, to develop the capacity of the members of the CON faculty and students (?) to undertake health research with outcomes that are useful and beneficial to the academe, practice, and the Saudi community.
Research Priority Setting Mechanism:

The unit adapted a modified  Marsden and Oakley Stages of evaluation (1990) and  combined approach matrix to incorporate both public and institutional dimensions; classify, organize, and present large body of information, identify gaps in health research, and come up with the research priorities. 

The Research Unit has undergone the following steps in setting the Research Priority for the College of Nursing to ensure relevance, feasibility, diversity of the research topics and participation from the stakeholders.

1. Planning the process of priority setting- discussion, exploration, and agreement of the terms of reference (TOR)

2. Assembling the needed information through environmental scanning: this was done by reviewing the research priorities of health related institutions/organizations and come up with a short list to be used as TORs

       The short list of TORs used include the following:

1. World Health Organization – Saudi Chapter

     (The research priorities encompasses the Millenium Development Goals and the Ministry of Health Research agenda.)

2. Eastern Mediterranean Regional Organization (EMRO) Health Research Priorities 2012-2016

3. Global Forum for Health Research, Geneva 2012
4. Saudi Vision 2030

5. Nursing Research Priorities on Health System and Services in the Americas (23) 2014
3. The unit decided on the method of scoring for a priority from the list to be used by all the reviewers (CON Faculty members). A simple Likert scale was used.

4. A workshop was conducted among the members of the faculty of the college of nursing where the various lists of research priorities were appraised and ranked according to its relevance, feasibility, and degree of importance in the college and university. Expected outcomes  and responsibilities were clarified.

5. The appraisal results of the different research priorities were collated. Sub –themes from the different TORs were combined based on its ranking. Themes were identified based on the content analysis of these combinations of  sub-themes. 

6. The themes identified are closely similar to the spectrum of health research for development identified by the Health Research executive Board, Health Ministers Council for GCC. This is expected since the TORs used are by products of the aligned health organizations from global  (WHO) to regional  (EMRO) and national  (WHO_MOH KSA).

7. The initial research priority set is further appraised based on the following:

· Importance to national needs

· Relevance and impact to the specific health and social problems of Saudi community

· Consistency with the religious and ethics in KSA

· Economic benefits, usefulness and applicability

· Duplication of sub-themes

8. The Report on the CON Research priorities is set.
CON RESEARCH PRIORITY

	Theme
	Sub-themes

	 Health care systems
	

	
	Increase the number of qualified Saudi in the field of nursing; Nursing education and professional competencies

	
	Prioritize specialization and training programs in health care services for Saudi health professionals

	
	Quality Improvement, patient safety and accreditation; improving access to quality health care services

	
	Models and structure of health care, health Policy and health systems, evidence-informed policy making

	
	Healthcare work process and inter-professional collaboration; Costs, performance, and outcome analysis;  factors affecting functioning of programmes, effectiveness of targeting, impact on behavior

	
	Health science, technology, and innovation system evaluation; Strengthening health information systems; Ensuring access to essential technologies.

	Public health, education,  and social risks
	

	
	Biological, social, political, environmental, and economic determinants of health;

Social and behavioral factors influencing health and their relation to equity access, lifestyle, and health-seeking behaviors, Sports and athletics, Individual exercise

	
	Public sector focus on promoting preventive care, reducing infectious diseases, and encourage primary health care

	
	Enhance capability of families to provide home care; promotion of healthy and balanced lifestyle; Food safety, drinking water quality

	
	Public health data and indicators, Health Records, information, and communication; Digital medical records for Saudi citizens

	
	Measuring urban health; Occupational health; mental health status; Environmental hazards

	
	Road traffic accidents, injuries, and disabilities; Hazards during mass pilgrimage

	
	Engaging with the private health sector

	
	Empowering educational, cultural, and entertainment institutions

	
	Reshaping academic and educational system, enhancing social skills, cultural knowledge, self-awareness; building fundamental values of initiative, persistence and leadership

	
	Increasing parent participation in their childrens’ education, Parent-led board in schools

	
	Human Reproduction, High fertility rates, Early teenage marriage

	
	Increasing life expectancy from 74 to 80 years

	Diseases: burden, epidemiology, risks, prevention, and management
	

	
	Understanding the biological nature of diseases

	
	Unhealthy diet, obesity, physical inactivity



	
	Smoking any tobacco product among adults aged ≥15

 Tobacco use among adolescents aged 13–15years

	
	Creating products to prevent or treat diseases

	
	Clinical trials: Interventions include but are not restricted to drugs, cells and other biological products, surgical procedures, radiologic procedures, devices, behavioral treatments, process-of-care changes, preventive care, etc. 

	
	Burden of morbidity and mortality among children Neonatal sepsis, 

	
	Burden of morbidity and mortality among mothers

	
	Chronic diseases:

1. Cancer

2. Diabetes

3. Hepatitis

4. Cardiovascular 

5. Allergy and Asthma

6. Chronic lung disease

	
	Infectious/communicable diseases:

1. Prevention and control of influenza and other respiratory viruses world-wide
2. Prevention and control of influenza and other respiratory viruses world-wide
3. Malaria, dengue, Zika, and other vector-borne diseases
4. Pneumonia, diarrhea ,measles, poliomyelitis
5. Tuberculosis

6. Sexually transmitted diseases

	
	Others:

1. Genetic hematological disease, Congenital diseases

2.  Low bone density and osteoporosis among post- menopausal women

3. The prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS
4. Neurodegenerative Diseases


	Nursing Education and practice
	

	
	Physical and biological sciences including, chemistry, pharmacology, toxicology, genetics etc

	
	Enhancing global health competencies 

	
	Clinical training and simulation

	
	Instructional media and methods: PBL, Flipped classroom, distance education, etc

	
	Technology and social media  in the nursing education

	
	Inter-professional clinical training


