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Saluting the Flag

(The National Anthem):
Hasten
To glory and supremacy,
Glorify the Creator of the heavens

And raise the green flag

Which carries the guiding light
Repeat: Allahu Akbar
My homeland,
Live as the pride of all Muslims
Long live the King
For the flag
And the country
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Introduction

Flags are symbols that carry important nationalistic connotations, and the
value of such symbols should be instilled across generations as a source
of profound pride and allegiance. Indeed, a flag symbolizes a nation’s
values, identity and image and reflects what it stands for throughout all
the different stages of its history. It also represents the future of a nation,
its hopes, ambitions and standing among other nations of the world.

The Saudi Arabian flag is of great importance to the people of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as it is a national symbol, reflecting the
principles and values on which the Kingdom was founded. Therefore,
Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University is pleased to present this
booklet on the history of the Saudi Arabian flag. The aim of this is to
enhance Saudi identity and deepen the sense of national pride in our great
Kingdom established by our forefathers, the founders. Its purpose is also
to raise awareness of the importance of expanding national mindfulness
across all generations. This intellectual contribution also reflects the
University’s commitment and great responsibility towards our national
unity and promoting the values of active citizenship.
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The Flag: Terminology and Synonyms

In Arabic, throughout different periods of time, a flag, ‘alam’, has been known by a
variety of terms, such as raiah, liwa’a, band, bairaq, darfas, ugab and nusub. All
these synonyms are deeply rooted in the Arabic language, each has its own
denotation and connotations, and for each, there is a time and place in which it is
used. All of these terms, however, generally refer to the same concept: a piece of
cloth that is held on a stand and raised as a symbol. It is flown in peace and in war,
and as a sign with a specific meaning, including when soldiers carry it on the
frontline and in parades, and when it is flown on state buildings, for state
anniversaries and on special occasions. Over time, flags have acquired a general
significance, so that whoever sees them knows what they mean and what they
represent.

Our national flag derives immense value from its symbolic and representative
significance and brings with it numerous connotations and meanings. Seeing the flag
evokes memories of the country’s past and its pioneering figures and leaders who
fought to bring about the transformations that have created the unified country and
civilization that we have today.
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Our Flag and Our Kingdom’s Identity: A Glorious History

Trinity in Form and Meaning

The flag of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is unique in its form, representation, and significance, as
well as its distinctive colour, and carries particular connotations related to the Kingdom.

Saudi Arabia selected three elements for the flag:

Green Colour: this represents peace,
progress, prosperity, generosity and
tolerance, all of which characterize the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The Testimony of Monotheism (There
| is no God but Allah and Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah): this statement
| is a symbol of the belief on which the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was founded.

Two Swords: these denote the strength
of the state and reflect the battles of the

early stages in its formation. Swords
* also denote justice, nobility and
X chivalry.

A Palm Tree: this is a symbol of giving,
benevolence, dignity, and pride. It also
represents the value of work and
cultivation.
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Our Flag, A Representation of Grandeur: Historical Context

In his book History of the Saudi Banner: Flags, Badges, and Insignias, historian
Abdul-Rahman Al-Ruwaished states that there is an agreement among historians that
the shape of the Saudi flag and its three components have been constant since in the
First Saudi State (1744-1818). The first Saudi flag was crafted in green wool and
raw silk fabric wrapped around a simple mast with the phrase There is no God but
Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah inscribed on it (figure below shows the
development of the flag’sdesign)
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Al-Ruwaished confirms that the flag continued with these characteristics during the
era of the First Founder, Imam Muhammad bin Saud (1157-1179 AH/1697-1765
AD), and it remained so during the rule of his son, Imam Abdul-Aziz bin
Muhammad (1179-1218 AH/1765-1803 AD), his son Imam Saud bin Abdul-Aziz
(1218-1229 AH/1803-1814 AD), his son Abdullah bin Saud (1289-1234 AH/1814-
1818 AD), and during the reign of King Abdul-Aziz bin Abdul-Rahman (1319-1373
AH/1901-1953 AD), may Allah have mercy on all their souls.
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Some alterations were made later after the Hejaz region came under the rule of the
Saudi state: the flag remained green in colour but with a white section inserted on it
on the mast side, and it was made of silk, with a copper disc placed on the top of the
mast, with a bayonet on top of that. The flag became rectangular in shape with the
phrase There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah written in
the centre of the flag, in beautiful white calligraphy.
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A Unique Quintuple

Countries’ flags may be similar in colour, conformation, and representation but the
flag of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is distinguished by a unique quintuple of
elements, which are:

1.

ok wnN

The flag of Saudi Arabia is never flown at half-mast
Its green colour and its connotations

The slogan of monotheism

The symbol of the two swords

The symbol of the palm tree.

Size and Dimensions

The Saudi flag is made of green silk, with a white stripe along the mast. On the tip
of the flagpole there is a copper disc, on top of which is a spear. As for its shape, it
Is a vertical rectangle, in the centre of which is the statement of monotheism, which
IS written in white in a beautiful font.

In terms of the dimensions of the Saudi flag, its width equals two-thirds of its length
and extends from the mast to the end of the flag. The Shahada (There is no God but
Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah), with a sword underlining it, is
printed in white and placed right in the middle of the flag (figure below shows
dimensions from both sides of the flag).
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Size of the Sovereign’s/His Majesty’s Flag and its Relation to the
National Flag

During the reign of King Faisal bin Abdul-Aziz (1382-1395 AH/1962-1975 AD) —
may Allah have mercy on his soul — Royal Order No. M/3 on 10/2/1393 AH (1973
AD), the formal code of the Saudi flag, was issued. The order also included the
establishment of a Sovereign Flag which comprises the national flag with the
addition of the Kingdom’s emblem in gold in the lower right-hand corner of the flag.
The order states: “His Majesty the King shall have a special flag that matches the
national flag in its characteristics but with the state emblem, which is two crossed
swords underneath a palm tree, embroidered with golden silk threads in the lower
right-hand corner”.
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Announcement of the Formal Code of the Saudi Flag
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Specifications of the Kingdom?’s Flag in the Basic Law of
Governance

The Basic Law of Governance issued by Royal Decree No. A/90 on 27/8/1412 AH
(1993 AD) stipulated in Article Il that the flag of the Saudi State should be as
follows:

a) Itis green in colour.
b) Its width is equal to two-thirds of its length.

¢) In the middle is the phrase There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah. Beneath this statement is a sword, and the flag shall never be
lowered.

Avrticle 1V stipulates that the emblem of the state is two crossed swords with a palm
tree positioned directly above the place where the swords cross.

In the year 1419 AH/1999 AD, on the occasion of the celebration of the centenary
of the establishment of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, an order was issued by the
Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and Head of the National Guard, King
Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud (1416-1426 AH/2005-2015 AD) — may Allah
have mercy on his soul — to raise the national flag on top of Al-Yamamah Palace in
Riyadh as well as Al-Salam Palace in Jeddah both on a pole that is 52 metres in
height and measuring 8 by 15 metres.

Characteristics, Protocols and Measurements
The Flag’s Law Comprises Four Sections:

e Section I: Description of the Flag.

e Section Il: Protocols of Raising the Flag.

e Section I11: Penalties for Misusing the Flag.
e Section IV: Other Regulations.

23



Section I: Description of the Flag

A description of the national flag is included in articles of the Basic Law of
Governance, which are protected by law and must be adhered to, as follows:

The National Flag: Features and Display

Article I: General Description

a) The national flag of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is rectangular in shape; its width
Is equal to two-thirds of its length and its colour is green. The colour extends from
the pole to the end of the flag. In the middle are the Two Testimonies (There is no
God but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah), with a sword drawn
underneath parallel to them, the handle of which is directed towards the lower part
of the flag. The Two Testimonies and the sword are white, clearly visible from both
sides.

b) The area around the Two Testimonies and the sword is equal (the widths of the
top and bottom sections of the flag are equal, as are the spaces on the right and
left).

C) The Two Testimonies are written in a Thuluth font, and its base is in the middle
of the width of the flag with the sword a length equal to three quarters of the length
of the Two Testimonies phrase, and at an equal distance on both sides.
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The Figure Above Shows the Placement of the Statement Compared to the dimensions of the Falg

Article 11: The Flag of His Majesty the King

The law stipulates that His Majesty the King shall have a special flag that matches
the national flag in description (as previously explained previously).
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Section I1: Guidelines for Raising the Flag

There are articles in the law stating the rules relating to the raising of the flag
unaccompanied or alongside foreign flags, inside the country or outside it. These
rules are:

Article I11: The National Flag when Raised Alone

a) The national flag is raised inside the Kingdom between sunrise and sunset on
Fridays and holidays on all government buildings and public institutions.

b) Outside the Kingdom, international courtesy and customs are considered, which
means that the flag is raised daily between sunrise and sunset, including Fridays and
holidays, on the buildings of Saudi representatives abroad.

c¢) The national flag inside the Kingdom is raised continuously day and night over
state buildings located within the borders, such as police stations, customs, and the
border force, as well as airports and ports.

26




Foregrounding the Flag in Time and Place

The Saudi Flag Alongside Other Flags:
Article 1V: The Flag when Raised with the Flags of Foreign Countries

The law states that when the national flag is raised in the Kingdom with foreign flags
or other banners, it shall have place of honour as follows:

a) If there is only one flag or banner next to the national flag, the national flag shall
be raised to the right of the building, that is to the left of the person standing in front
of it (see below).
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b) If there is more than one foreign flag or banner next to the national flag, the
national flag is raised in the middle of a group of flags or banners if their number is
odd, and in the middle towards the right if their number is even (see below).
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c) In all cases, the mast on which the flag is raised must be in the middle of the
building.

d) It is not permissible in any place to raise any flag or banner above the national
flag (see below).
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Placement of the Flag in Processions

Article V:

The national flag shall be raised in the centre of the parade, or to its right, according
to the direction in which it is travelling. If raised with other flags, the rules of the
law stipulated in Article IV apply.

Considering International Laws and Conventions

Article VI:

International laws and customs shall be taken into consideration when raising
foreign flags on the buildings of political and consular representatives of foreign
countries inside the Kingdom as well as the United Nations and international and
regional bodies. The same applies to raising flags on the cars of their employees.
Permission shall be obtained from the Ministry of Interior, and the foreign flag shall
be accompanied by the national flag and be proportional to it in size, provided that
the national flag has place of honour in the details stipulated in Article IV of this
protocol.
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Raising the Flag at Conferences and Events

Article VII:

At events and conferences, the national flag can be raised on the walls of the banquet
hall, meeting hall and so on. The flag should be displayed horizontally, at a higher
level than the speaker and those seated. When raising a foreign flag at the same event
alongside the national flag, the rules stipulated in Article 1V apply, and in this case,
flags shall be displayed on masts.

Raising the Flag of His Majesty the King

Article VIII:

The flag of His Majesty the King shall be raised day and night over his current place
of work or residence. It is not necessary to raise the flag if His Majesty’s location is
not public knowledge.

Raising the Flag on His Majesty’s Car

Article 1X:
When raising the flag on the car, the following rules apply:

a) When His Majesty the King is in his car, His Majesty’s flag is raised at the front
of the car on the left-hand side, and the Saudi flag at the front on the right-hand side.

b) When His Majesty the King is in his car accompanied by a guest (a head of state),
His Majesty’s flag shall be placed at the front of the car on the right, and the flag of
the foreign guest at the front of the car on the left.
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C) In the event of a delegate accompanying a foreign guest, the guest’s flag shall be
raised at the front of the car on the right, and the Kingdom’s national flag at the front

of the car on the left.

d) If the foreign guest does not have a special flag, the national flag of their country

shall be flown instead.
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Raising the Flag on Ships and Maritime Transport

Article X:

The national flag shall be raised on Saudi ships and vessels for navigation on the
high seas in accordance with the following rules:

a) While in any port from sunrise to sunset.
b) When entering or leaving any port.

¢) When passing within sight of another ship, port, fort, fortress, artillery post or
lighthouse, and at the request of any warship.

d) If any distinctive sign is raised on the ship or other vessel.

e) The national flag shall be raised on the back of the ship or other vessel at the tip
of the inclined arm in the stern mast.

Article XI:

The national flag is raised continuously day and night on every foreign ship or vessel,
commercial or military, while it is within the territorial waters of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

Article XI1:

The national flag shall be raised on inland navigation vessels at the stern from sunrise
to sunset, on Fridays, holidays and all other special occasions.
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Respect for and Status of the National Flag

Article XI11I:

The national flag, the flag of His Majesty the King and all other Saudi flags bear the
statement of monotheism (There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah) which is a Quranic verse and therefore shall never be flown at
half-mast.

The Flag Touching the Ground or Water

Article XIV:

The national flag or the flag of His Majesty the King shall never touch the surfaces
of land and water.

Article XV:

It is prohibited to use the national flag as a trademark, for commercial advertising
purposes, or for any purpose other than those stipulated in the law.

Condition of the Flag

Article XVI:

It is prohibited to raise a national flag that is faded in colour or in poor condition.
When a flag becomes old or torn or is in such a bad condition that it is no longer
usable, an official party is responsible for destroying it.
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A Proud Tribute to the Symbol of Our Nation

Article XVII:

Military members must salute the national flag and the royal flag when they pass by,
or when these flags are seen in military parades or displays, as well as when they are
being put up or taken down from their masts.

General Rules for Arranging Flags

Article XVIII:

According to the provisions stipulated in this law, the order in which flags are
arranged must be in accordance with the following rules:

a. For the countries of the Arab League, flags are arranged in alphabetical order
of the names of the countries.

b. For foreign countries other than those of the Arab League, or for Arab League
countries alongside other foreign countries, precedence shall be determined
according to alphabetical order as listed in the United Nations.

Flags for Special Units

Article XIX:

Different units in the Saudi military sectors may have their own unique flags.
Regulations and laws relating to the appearance of these flags and how they should
be handled are determined by the minister for that sector. A model of each of these
flags shall be presented to the Royal Court.
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Preserving the Dignity of the Flag

Penalties for Violations of the Rules

It is known that the law loses its power, and even its effectiveness, if it is without
physical and moral application. In the law, penalties are therefore deterrents for those
who underestimate and neglect the code and its regulating articles. Article XX sets
out the penalties for those who violate the law of the flag.

Article XX:

Whoever drops, ruins, or insults — in any way whatsoever — the national flag, the
royal flag, or any other emblem of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia or the flag of one
of its friendly foreign countries, with hatred or contempt for the authority of the
government of those countries, whether in private or in a public place, or in a place
open to the public, shall be punished by imprisonment for a period not exceeding
one year and a fine not exceeding three thousand riyals, or one of these two penalties.

Other Regulations Related to the Flag
Article XXI:

The Council of Ministers is responsible of interpreting this code and issuing its
regulations.

Article XXII:

The Minister of Interior is responsible for issuing and implementing the regulations
for this code.
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Executive Rules of the Flag’s Code

In the year 1393 AH, His Royal Highness Prince Nayef bin Abdul-Aziz, Minister of
Interior at the time, issued the executive rule for the flag system, in accordance with
Article XXII of the flag code, within Royal Decree No. M/3 on 10/2/1393 AH, which
states:

In the implementation of Article I, Paragraph (1) of the system, the following shall
be approved:

The flag of the country has four shapes, the dimensions of which are in centimetres
as follows:

1) Parade flag: 150 x 110 cm.

2) Flag on a flagpole: 120 x 80 cm.
3) Car flag: 30 x 20 cm.

4) Office flag: 24 x 26 cm.

Article Il of the Code States:

a) The flag of His Majesty the King is embroidered in the lower corner, adjacent to
the flagpole, with gilded silk threads, representing the state emblem, which is the
two crossed swords underneath a palm tree.

b) Writing on other flags shall be printed on both sides of the flag.

Article XVII of the Code States:

The national anthem is played when the flag is being raised and lowered in the camps
and buildings of the military sectors where the soldiers are. The music is played on
the trumpet, and if this is not possible only a flag salute is performed.
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Article X of the Code States:

a) The banners of the special units shall be the size of the flagpole (120 x 80 cm).

b) The office’s flag of units is printed according to the sizes detailed in these
regulations.
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Regulations Related to the Flag
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Executive Rules of the Flag’s Code
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General Guidelines

Flags are made from a material specified by the Saudi Arabian Standards and
Metrology Organization. Approval is issued by the Minister of Interior, specifying
the date of compliance.

Law of Using the Flag

The methods of handling the flag, the areas and places in which it is raised and the
situations in which it is raised are subject to the following:

The Minister of Interior issues the instructions on the use of the Saudi flag in
departments and sectors such as public security and the coastal guard, what must
be done to show respect for the flag, and the duties of the flag-bearer.

The Minister of Defence and Aviation issues the instructions regarding the use
of the Saudi flag for military units that have a flag, the respect that must be shown,
and the duties of the flag-bearer.

The Minister of Communications issues instructions on the use of the Saudi flag
on commercial navigation ships, ports and inland waters, and on land transport,
such as trains and aeroplanes.

When raising the Saudi flag and the flags of other countries, the following is
required:

The Saudi flag should be raised on the buildings of all official departments of the
country on Fridays, religious holidays and all official occasions.

The time specified for raising the Saudi flag is from sunrise to sunset.

The Saudi flag is raised on military buildings, army sites and warplanes, at times
specified by the Ministry of Defence.

Political representation bodies and Saudi consulates abroad shall raise the Saudi
flag according to the instructions issued to them by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

40



It is prohibited to raise the Saudi flag on a continuous basis in situations other
than those stipulated in this code, and it is prohibited to use it as a trademark or
for advertising purposes.

The bodies of political and consular representation, military forces and foreign
ships in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and its waters may raise the flags of foreign
countries on their holidays, official occasions and national holidays of foreign
countries and during foreign visits by the head of a foreign state or a member of
its government.

It is prohibited to raise the foreign flag in any way, unless it is accompanied by
the Saudi flag, which must be positioned in a place of honour, such that it is equal
in value to the foreign flag.

It is prohibited to use the foreign flag on public roads and in processions except
with special permission issued in advance by the Minister of Interior. It is also
not permissible to raise the foreign flag on a car travelling on a public road.

A place of honour must be assigned to the Saudi flag when it is accompanied by
the flags or banners of foreign governments.
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Section I11: Penalties

e Anyone who carries, displays, distributes or offers for sale the Saudi flag or any
political signs that are likely to disturb public security shall be punished by
imprisonment for a period of one and a half months, or a fine of fifty Saudi riyals.

e Anyone who intentionally drops, ruins or insults the Saudi flag in any way shall
be punished with imprisonment for a period of three months or a fine of one
hundred Saudi riyals.

e Whoever violates Article XVIII and Article X1X above, in relation to a flag of
the Arab League, shall be punished according to the particular violations of these
Acrticles.

e Whoever drops or insults in any way the flag of any friendly foreign country
inside the Kingdom shall be punished with imprisonment for a period of fifteen
days or a fine of twenty-five Saudi riyals.

e Whoever raises the Saudi flag or the flag of a foreign country in a manner that
intentionally violates the provisions of the laws above shall be punished with
imprisonment for a period of five days or a fine of ten riyals.

e Every violation of this law occurs through the raising of the Saudi or foreign flag.
Public security personnel may immediately lower the flag or flags, seize them
and prevent the aforementioned violation from occurring or continuing.

e The rules followed in international law regarding flags shall be taken into
consideration, except for what is stipulated in these regulations.

e Everything in this law concerning a ministry or department must be followed by
that ministry or department.
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Regulations of the Flag Code

After the executive rules were issued, it was necessary to issue administrative rules,
and these regulations were issued in seven articles.

Article I:

The green colour stipulated in Article | of the flag code of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia issued by Royal Decree No. M/3 dated 10/2/1393 AH refers to the bright
green colour known as emerald green.

The executive regulation describes how to create the colour of the flag, and the
proportions of ingredients included in its composition, after consulting the
specialized authorities. The executive regulation also specifies the type of fabric and
threads to be used, as well as other materials used in making the flag, after obtaining
permission from the Saudi Arabian Standards and Metrology Organization.

Article 11:

Considering the flag law of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia describing the features of
the flag, the ratio of its width to its length, the positioning and size of the Two
Testimonies and the sword, the authorities responsible for raising the flag must take
Into account its size in relation to the area of the place in which it is raised, or the
building, ship, car or platform on which it is hoisted.

Article 111:

The height of a flagpole raised in a public square or any public space must not be
less than six metres, and the height of a flagpole raised on a building must not be
less than three metres, and the width of the flag in both cases must not be less than
eighty centimetres.
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Article 1V:

Those responsible for the participation of military, sporting and other formations in
a public display shall harmonize the sizes of the national flags raised by such units
or formations and achieve consistency between the sizes of the national flags and
the sizes of other special flags.

Article V:

If the national flag is hoisted in such a way that its two sides are visible, then the
drawing of the Two Testimonies and the sword must be visible on both sides.

Article VI:

The commanders of units entrusted with guarding government buildings, or the
buildings of public institutions and public bodies shall be responsible for raising the
flag on those buildings on the occasions and times specified in the system, and each
of them shall be responsible for ensuring that the flag is of a degree of newness and
cleanliness such that it is fit for use. The order shall be sent to the competent
authority with sufficient notice to supply a new flag in place of the used flag before
it becomes unsuitable for use. They must also refer the matter to the competent
authority to take measures to burn any flag that is in an unusable condition.

In the above case, the official party responsible shall assign an employee to be in
charge of carrying out these measures.
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Conclusion

We are at the end of our journey with the flag, the flag of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, which is a symbol of love and loyalty and a banner of monotheism for every
Muslim in the world.

It is a representation of every Saudi citizen.

As long as our country’s flag is flying high, it remains proud and high throughout
the sky.

And our strong and determined country shall live long under the leadership of its
beloved leader, His Majesty King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz, and his Crown Prince,
His Royal Highness Prince Muhammad bin Salman.

May Allah protect them, bless them, and direct their steps for goodness and wisdom.
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Media Coverage of Our Flag

The following pages showcase pictures of announcements related to the Saudi flag displayed in
local news papers throughout different periods of history:
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